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represented the reactions of a man better informed than
most to the version of events and tendencies advanced by
India's Deputy-Premier and " strong-man."
It surprised me to find that all questions, both printed
and verbal, were asked in English. I remarked upon the
fact in a whisper to Dadar. The distinguished stranger,
who had just asked whether he might follow proceedings
from my programme, since the " limited number had
already been handed out before his arrival, explained the
matter to me.
When a member is elected to the Central Legisktive
Assembly, he has to stipulate before attending his first
meeting which language he intends to use on the floor.
Thereafter he must confine himself to that language whenever
addressing the Speaker or fellow-members during the official
sessions of the House. In the present Assembly, virtually
all the members have undertaken to use English, since it is
the one language in which they can be reasonably sure of
making themselves understood by other members, although
not by all visitors.
It was noticeable that interruptions of Patel's replies
to questions angered the old man. Any suggestion of
criticism or argument from members of the Assembly
brought a note of asperity into his voice. It was equally
noticeable that the sharpening of his tone pulled the
questioners up short.
" The Sardar seems to have the Assembly well in hand,"
I whispered.
" He is the sheep-dog. They are the sheep," the new-
comer affirmed, hitching up the trouser-legs of his smartly-
tailored, grey suit. " He has only to bark and they scurry
together in frightened silence. They may grumble behind
his back, but they know he has the Congress Party in his
pocket and they're afraid to challenge him in public in case
he has them ejected from the Party."
PatePs speech might have been an echo from the past.